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Gardeners of the Grove Garden Club (GOTG) Donated Fig Tree to Franklin Elementary School in Honor of Arbor Day
Submitted by:  Gay Rigmaiden, Community Outreach Committee
On March 17, 2011, squeezed in between our spring storms, a fig tree was planted in the ever-expanding garden at Franklin Elementary School in the tiny community of Franklin just slightly east of the city of Elk Grove, California.
Kim O’Hair is a first grade teacher and sponsor of the Franklin Elementary after school garden program.
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When she was asked what kind of tree the school would like, she responded, “I know the Sacramento Valley has the perfect climate for a fig tree.  Our Open Court reading series in second grade starts with a funny story called Ant and the Three Figs.  The older brother is trying to make the Three Little Pigs story silly for his little brother.  The illustrations show three figs with pig feet, noses and tails.  Each year, we try to explain about figs and have to find someone with a fig tree to give us some so the students can see what a real one looks like.  Whenever we get enough figs, we do a taste test.  So having our own fig tree will help with second graders understanding what they are.  The figs also will ripen during the school term for other students to pick and taste and maybe even dehydrate for later.”
GOTG officers Bonnie Jones and I (pictured below) were joined by club member Ron Schager, Mrs. O’Hair’s, Mrs. Torrence and Mrs. Fahey’s first grade classes for the planting.
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Ron (pictured below) was kind enough to dig the hole, speak with the children about planting a tree and then allowed each child to shovel some dirt back into the hole.
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Since the event took place during school hours, some of the children present were not from the school’s garden club.  Mrs. O’Hair took the opportunity to educate the children about the school’s garden and compost bin.

[image: image5.jpg]



I, for one, was thrilled to see the school’s garden, especially the potatoes, carrots, radishes and peas growing into healthy and edible plants!  
